Article 1: Right to self-determination
1. Does the report sufficiently address the recommendations given by the Committee?

Ara Taiohi, the peak body for youth development, commends many of the actions taken
by the government since the last Periodic Report. However, we feel that Aotearoa New
Zealand has a long way to go before it can meet the recommendations of the
Committee to fully guarantee the right to self-determination.

We share the Committee’s observation that te Tiriti o Waitangi is frequently ignored.

We think the report should expand on the limits on Maori participation in decision-

making processes. The principle of free, prior and informed consent is not systematically

implemented, impacting many Tangata VWhenua, particularly tamariki and rangatahi

Maori.

2. Are there other developments relevant to the article that you think need to be added
or expanded on?

Youth Work in Aotearoa is founded in te Tiriti o Waitangi. VWe believe the current
comments do not adequately address the government’s decision to remove references
to te Tiriti o Waitangi in a variety of legislation. The government’s moves limit the role of
the te Tiriti in public life, which has a knock-on impact on how Youth Work is practised
in Aotearoa.

This action is not limited to removing references to the phrase “The Principles of the
Treaty of Waitangi”, and has, in the case of the repeal of S7/AA of the Oranga Tamariki
Act, removed references to the Crown’s obligations under te Tiriti.

Such moves further undermine the faith that Maori have in the government’s
commitment to tino rangatirantanga and to upholding their peaceful enjoyment of their
rights under national and international law.

Article 9: Right to social security: Social Security and the Best Interest of the Child
1. Does the report sufficiently address the recommendations given by the Committee?

As the peak body for youth development in Aotearoa, we think itis essential to
contextualise the Social Security developments in light of the cost-of-living crisis that
has occurred since 2017. There has been significant inflation since 2017. In real terms,
families receiving Families Tax Credits are only $61 per year better off in Q4 2023 than
they were in Q3 2017*, less than 1% of the total Family Tax Credit.

! According to the Reserve Bank of New Zealand Inflation calculator, S6959 (the average Working
for Families Tax Credits individual tax credit entitlement per family received by a family in 2017) is
worth $8718 in Q4 2023



2. Are there other developments relevant to the article that you think need to be added
or expanded on?

Ara Taiohi are concerned that the strains faced by families have been compounded by
cuts to community resources and support. This trend will adversely affect the lives of
young people for years to come. We think it is important to highlight that the funding to
community services, specifically youth development organisations, has been cut by
Oranga Tamariki as they shift their funding priorities, and has not been replaced by
other revenue streams.



